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any  conviction  whatever  that  it  has  in  itself  any  claim  to  special  notice.  It 
was  solicited  and  is  published,  as  a  means  of  giving  a  permanent  form  to  our 
early  history,  which  in  a  changing  population  would  so  soon  become  fugitive, 
if  not  perverted.  The  Sermon  has  been  reduced  in  length  while  preparing 
for  the  press,  but  is  doubtless  better  endowed  with  quantity,  after  the  reduc- 
tions, than  with  some  other  qualities  of  interesting  discourse,  The  publica- 
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Its  unworthiness,  it  meekly  and  patiently  would  be  conscious  of ;  regarding 
more  the  purpose  of,  than  its  meetness  for  publication.  L.  W. 


SERMON, 


Brethren  and  Friends  : 

This  is  to  us,  a  joyous  solemnity.  We  celebrate  an  en- 
terprise completed — a  work  accomplished — a  long  expectation 
extinguished  in  an  auspicious  fulfillment.  On  the  "  parcel 
of  ground,"  which  one  of  the  most  masterly  Enterprises  in 
the  history  of  our  country  "  gave,''  for  the  foundations  of  a 
sanctuary ;  helped  by  the  gifts  of  those,  who  have  surprised 
yon  quiet  river,  and  this  peaceful  vale  by  their  vast  chambers 
of  industry ;  joined  with  the  faith  and  toil  of  some,  who 
have  found  a  new  home  in  this  new  town,  we  have  builded 
this  House.  It  is  to  the  passing  stranger  one  of  the  cheerful 
way-marks  of  his  journey, — to  those  dwelling  here,  a  sacred 
possession.  Its  completion  has  been  thoughtfully  waited 
for ;  is  joyfully  welcomed.  And  now,  as  if  it  were  a  new 
born  child,  we  bring  it  before  the  Lord,  that  we  may  call 
upon  it  a  name  ;  may  more  fully  affirm  what  it  is ;  what  it 
shall  be.  The  heavenly  oracles  provide  a  name.  We  will 
call  it  after  a  magnificent  ancestor  of  its  ancient  and  honored 
family,  a  House  of  Prayer. 

a  j?or  mine  house  shall  be  called  an  house  of  Prayer  for 
all  people."— Isa.  26  :  7.    Mark  11 :  17. 

f  My  house.'  The  claim  implies  acceptance  of  the  offering. 
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Jehovah  thus  sets  his  glowing  signet  upon  our  consecrated 
work.  We  should  be  thankful  for  such  a  mark  of  heaven's 
acceptance  on  it.  For  such  a  name,  we  ought  to  give  thanks ; 
not  alone  for  its  divine  beauty,  but  also  for  its  glorious  sig- 
nificance. 

Brethren  and  friends  ;  in  this  first  public  worship,  rendered 
in  this  "  House  of  Prayer,"  shall  we  not  commune  awhile 
on  the  meaning  of  this  heavenly  title  which  we  are  uniting 
to  affix  upon  it  ?  From  the  rich  volume  of  God's  revealed 
will,  and  from  the  pages  of  eternal  providence,  may  we  for 
a  moment  study  the  meaning  of  this  name  ;  the  main  design 
of  such  an  house. 

Directing  our  thoughts  in  the  usual  sermon  form,  I  suggest, 

1.  The  House  of  Prayer  is  not  a  school  for  Intellectual, 
Culture.  The  temples  of  Jehovah  are  not  set  up  to  serve 
the  world  as  Academies,  in  which  the  Muses  of  learning  and 
genius  may  gain  their  culture.  The  pupilage  of  the  learner 
in  science  and  in  the  arts,  has  no  rightful  place  within  such 
walls.  The  ministries  therein,  are  not  meant  to  be  from  the 
gifts  of  genius,  or  the  products  of  talent.  Only  incidentally 
does  the  Lord's  temple  serve  as  a  preceptor  to  those  assembling 
in  it.  Its  instruction  begins,  where  theirs,  ends.  Learning, 
and  all  the  gifts  of  mind,  are  welcomed  to  the  altars  of  prayer, 
but  they  can  serve  only  as  humble  Levites,  hewers  of  the 
wood,  and  bearers  of  the  tabernacle  furniture.  Is  it  less 
than  sacrilege  to  make  them  assume  the  execution  of  sacred 
services  ? 

2.  The  House  of  Prayer  is  not  a  place  for  cultivating 
Taste  and  refinement  of  Sentiment.  These  sometimes,  in- 
deed, are  visible  results  of  sanctuary  worship,  but  never  its 
chosen  aim.  The  mere  adornings  of  beautiful  sentiment, 
and  grace  of  spiritual  manner,  as  if  the  gate  of  heaven  was 
critical  of  style,  and  spiritual  politesse — these  are  unseemly, 
yea,  odious  in  the  holy  ministries  of  Prayer.  The  amenities 
of  feeling,  of  thought,  and  of  action,  will  never  languish,  how- 
ever, in  the  Divine  Courts.   They  rather  find  their  pattern  and 
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impulse  there.  Courtesy  has  canonized  the  maxim  of  the 
Grecian  Sage — "Right  feeling  toward  the  gods,  secures  right 
feeling  toward  man."  But  the  great,  the  undivided  aim,  in 
all  the  influences  of  the  house  of  prayer  is,  '  to  form  Jesus 
Christ  the  hope  of  glory  '  in  the  soul.  Its  culture  goes  be- 
yond all  adornings  of  human  refinement ;  neglects,  by  sur- 
passing, in  its  final  aim,  even  '  excellency  of  speech  and 
wisdom.'  Its  high  work  is  the  glorious  pupilage  of  'the 
inner  man  of  the  heart,'  in  those  divine  sympathies,  and  that 
heavenly  likeness  of  character  which  embodies  all  perfec- 
tions. The  ministries  of  mere  taste  and  refinement,  in  the 
house  of  prayer  are  as  frankincense  which  has  lost  its  per- 
fume, as  salt  without  savor. 

3.  It  is  not  an  house  for  Theological  Debate.  The 
1  peaceful  gates  '  are  openly  profaned  when  in  our  foolish- 
ness of  excessive  doctrinal  sensibility,  we  assay  to  set  hostile 
creeds  and  quarrelsome  dogmas,  like  trained  beasts,  one  upon 
another.  The  clamors  of  polemics  belong  rather  to  the 
schools,  and  to  the  battle-fields  where  the  master-minds  of 
divided  generations  carry  on  their  contests.  The  gleam  of 
the  polemic  battle-axe,  the  brandishing  of  its  spear,  become 
not  the  sacred  courts  where  the  'mercy  seat '  is  placed.  He 
who  leads  forth  his  doctrinal  foes  in  such  a  place,  that  he 
may  display  his  theological  prowess  in  discomfitting  them, 
abuses  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  as  vilely  as  did  those  who  sold 
sheep  and  oxen,  and  sat  as  money  changers  in  the  Hebrew 
Sanctuary.  It  is  an  house  of  prayer,  not  a  valley  for  the 
warfare  of  dogmas,  the  combats  of  polemics.  Wo  to  those 
changing  God's  house  into  a  theological  arsenal  hung  round 
with  ;  a  place  for  the  display  of  the  spears,  and  shields,  and 
habergeons  of  polemic  champions. 

But  inverting  the  course  of  thought,  the  House  of  Prayer  is, 
I.    An  House  of  Truth.    Truth  is  the  altar,  the  censer, 
the  wood  for  the  burnt  offering  made  by  prayer.    Yea,  more ; 
from  it  is  made  the  very  incense  of  the  worship.    If  we  come 
into  the  holy  courts  without  truth  in  our  minds,  and  its  spirit, 
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sincerity ;  in  our  hearts,  we  offer  only  the  1  strange  fire  before 
the  Lord.'  The  great  unchanging  truths  concerning  God 
the  object  of  prayer  and  man  the  subject  of  it,  must  be 
possessed,  or  the  essentials  of  worship  are  wanting.  1  He 
that  cometh  unto  God,  must  believe  that  he  is ' — first,  an 
idea,  the  truth  of  Divine  existence — '  and  that  he  is  a  re- 
warder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him,' — the  truth  of  a 
connection  between  man's  actions  and  the  action  of  the  Di- 
vine Being.  1  Sanctify,  through  truth. '  If  the  main  end 
of  all  worship  is  described  by  sanctify )  then  the  main  means 
of  all  worship  is  truth. 
This  applies  to  particulars. 

(a)  Truth  in  knowledge.  The  house  of  prayer  demands 
of  all  worshippers,  a  true  knowledge  of  the  Lord  of  the 
House,  and  of  the  purposes  of  the  worship  ;  and  as  the  minis- 
ter at  the  altar  is  the  teacher  of  those  who  worship,  he  should 
know  truth  for  himself,  and  know  how  to  show  it  to  others. 
u  Not  a  novice  " — not  the  untrained  and  ignorant,  any  more 
than  the  fool  of  error,  the  priest  of  falsehood,  is  fit  to  min- 
ister at  its  altar.  Ignorance  concerning  God  and  man,  is  itself 
error  ;  for  as  all  knowledge  of  God  is  knowledge  of  truth — 
is  truth ;  the  want  of  that  knowledge — of  that  truth — is  the 
measure  of  actual  error.  We  mean  this  in  relation  to  the 
plain  common  truths,  the  house  of  prayer  manifests. 

Unless  1  well  instructed,'  a  religious  priesthood  wholly 
despoil  an  House  of  Prayer.  They  put  out  its  fires,  break 
its  censer,  and  overthrow  its  altars.  It  is  meant  to  be  the 
Mountain  of  God,  covered  with  light  as  a  gate  of  heaven. 
They  make  it  as  one  of  the  { dark  mountains,'  filled  with 
stumbling  wanderers. 

(b)  Truth  in  statement.  The  choicest  truth  may  be  made 
a  lie  by  pernicious  statements  of  it.  The  most  tender  and 
beautiful  truth  which  has  ever  come  from  heaven  to  man, 
may  be  set  forth  in  such  rugged  terms,  in  such  offensive 
technics,  that  its  entire  character  is  falsified.  It  came  to  be 
an  angel  of  mercy  ;  but  foolish  men  have  wrapped  sackcloth 
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over  its  robes,  and  put  ashes  on  its  crown,  and  now  it  appears 
a  messenger  for  mourning.  One  may  set  forth  the  living 
word,  in  such  coldness  of  manner,  in  such  heat  of  temper,  in 
such  unnatural  combination,  or  in  such  barbarous  and  violent 
dislocation  as  to  make  it  essentially  false.  Enforcing 
upon  the  promises,  or  upon  the  threatenings  of  God's  word, 
an  excess  of  sense — meanings  which  only  the  tortures  of 
error  could  compel  us  to  invent — or  rending  them  from  their 
inspired  connections,  which  often  are  the  guardians  of  sig- 
nificance— always  helpers  to  it — that  they  may  serve  as 
props  in  some  crazed  delusion,  is  robbing  them  of  truth. 
They  are  thus  despoiled  of  all  their  fitness  for  the  place  of 
prayer.  When  the  toil  of  the  sanctuary  is  spent  in  plucking 
from  one  Scripture  its  inspiration,  from  another  its  plain 
sense,  then  is  truth  maimed  and  wounded  by  the  manifesta- 
tions of  it.  The  House  of  Prayer  accepts  truth  only  when 
truly  spoken.  No  less  is  truth  defrauded,  when  every  indi- 
vidual scripture  is  turned  into  a  witness  for  some  favorite 
doctrine,  or  against  some  hunted  error.  He  who  finds  in 
every  scripture  a  shade  of  Divine  decree,  a  proof  of  the 
Trinity  against  the  Unity,  or  of  the  Unity  against  the  Trini- 
ty, finds  what  is  not  really  there.  Such  an  interpretation 
is  a  false  interpretation.  The  great  biblical  doctrines  which 
reveal  God,  and  show  what  man  is,  are  transfused  through 
the  Holy  oracles.  They  are  in  harmony  with  all,  but  not 
parts  of  all  Scriptures ;  integrals  everywhere,  units  nowhere. 

(c)  In  its  Sympathies,  it  is  an  House  of  Truth.  True 
spiritual  sympathies  are  the  pure  incense  in  the  holy  censer. 
They  are  the  perfumed  oil  which  fills  the  temple  with  its 
fragrance.  False,  perverted  sympathies,  are  as  baneful  to 
devotion,  as  mental  heresies.  They  spring  from  falsehood — 
they  lead  to  falsehood.  Truth  in  religious  feeling  is  as 
needful,  as  truth  in  stated  doctrine,  for  the  best  formulas  of 
doctrine,  may  wholly  fail  of  their  efficiency,  on  account  of 
false  feelings  gathered  upon  them  ;  but  a  false  doctrine  cannot 
but  surround  itself  with  false  feelings,  and  they  pervert  devo- 
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tion,  arrest  the  spirit  of  Prayer,  The  holy  sympathies  of 
God's  House  flow  from  the  holy  truths  set  forth  in  it,  vary- 
ing continually  as  the  nature  of  those  truths  require.  Moses 
put  off  his  shoes  and  hid  his  face  under  one  exhibition  of 
Divine  character  ;  under  another  his  face  shone  with  exceed- 
ing brightness,  so  that  he  could  not  be  looked  upon.  Thus 
the  Christian  worshipper  gives  freely  forth  the  feelings,  the 
sacred  truth  by  its  coming,  requires. 

In  every  age  there  is  much  fictitious  religious  sympathy. 
In  a  period  of  Theological  Debate,  and  religious  discords,  a 
class  of  minds  will  devote  their  sympathies  to  a  few  favorite 
dogmas  and  phrases.  They  hear  acutely,  and  feel  intensely, 
as  these  battle-pieces  of  religion  are  said  or  sung  ;  but  to  a 
like  degree  is  their  insensibility  or  repulsion,  toward  other  por- 
tions in  the  glorious  harmony  of  truth.  We  have  no  right 
to  despise  the  prophets  that  we  may  the  more  devoutly  honor 
the  apostles.  He  is  fit  to  be  an  infidel,  who  disdains  the  law, 
that  he  may  the  more  adore  the  gospel.  Such  distraction 
of  sympathy  is  so  much  falseness  of  sympathy.  The  rebuke 
and  warning,  are  as  much  a  portion  of  truth,  as  covenant  and 
promise  are.  True  sympathy  of  heart  reveres  the  terror  of 
Sinai,  as  truly  as  it  welcomes  the  glory  of  Calvaty. 

Leaving  this  portion  of  the  discourse,  the  House  of  Pray- 
er is — 

II.  An  House  of  Faith.  We  now  name  the  great  glory 
of  the  earthly  temple.  It  is  the  home  of  that  sublimest, 
most  ennobling  emotion  known  to  the  heart  of  man.  Faith 
is  the  high-priest  at  the  altar  of  the  Christian's  worship.  On 
her  burning  track  his  emotion  flies  from  earth,  to  the  throne 
of  life.  By  her  piercing  vision,  the  magnificent  astronomy 
of  prophecy  and  holy  promise,  is  perused.  The  scheme 
of  redemption  through  Jesus  Christ  for  a  world,  it  traces 
out  in  those  starry  heavens.  In  its  gladsome  vigor  the 
rude  pilgrimage  of  time,  is  as  if  made  along  one  of  the  streets 
of  the  New  Jerusalem.  The  vast  enterprises  of  Christian 
piety,  it  makes  but  the  welcome  occupations  of  mortal  life, 
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Prayer  learns  its  language,  finds  its  themes,  gathers  its  ar- 
guments, draws  its  great  energies  from  Faith.  Truly  then, 
the  glory  of  this  House  is,  that  it  is  an  House  for  Faith  to 
garner  her  offerings  in.  The  main  worth  of  it  to  us  is,  that 
it  puts  us  on  the  lofty  pupilage  of 'things  not  seen.'  How  it 
brightens  the  eye  ;  with  what  strength  it  clothes  the  arm  ; 
how  it  quickens  the  feet  to  run  in  every  way  of  duty.  The 
waters  of  ocean  cannot  assuage  its  ardor,  the  boundaries  of 
continents  are  not  able  to  hinder  it.  Nations  hid  amidst 
Northern  snows,  and  those  watched  by  torrid  suns,  the  dili- 
gent feet  of  Faith  seek  out  and  find.  The  Missionary,  the 
brightest  modern  example  of  this  spirit,  takes  counsel  of 
nothing  but  of  the  ascension  command,  and  the  condition 
of  dying  men  which  called  it  forth.  It  is  Faith  only,  which 
goes  1  into  all  the  world,  to  every  creature,1  and  so  it  is  fit  it 
should  be  the  leading  glory  of  an  House  of  Prayer  for  all 
the  nations.    Such  may  this  temple  be. 

Put  now  the  House  of  Faith  beside  the  House  of  Doubt- 
ing, and  Denial.  Think  of  trying  to  induce  the  emotions 
of  Christian  worship,  in  a  spirit  schooled  to  the  chilling,  pal- 
sying dogmas  of  spiritual  doubt,  until  the  main  emotion  is 
one  stern  suspicion  of  the  whole  system  of  moral  truths;  un- 
til the  entire  moral  sensibility  becomes  a  horizon  of  hesita- 
tion, benighting  the  soul.  The  contrast  amazes  us.  Well 
may  the  Lord's  house  glory  in  its  matchless  attribute — Faith. 

III.  The  House  of  Prayer,  is  an  House  of  Emotion. 
The  soul  has  great  conflicts  and  heavy  strivings  in  it.  The]' 
who  worship  God,  worship  him  in  Spirit,  as  in  Truth.  It  is 
not  a  chamber  where  stupor  and  dullness  may  waste  the  sands 
of  time.  It  is  rather  the  place  for  wakefulness.  Truth  comes 
here  with  its  shining  torch  ;  Faith  and  Hope  make  warfare 
here  upon  daring  doubts  and  formidable  fears.  The  curtains 
of  night  do  not  hang  upon  it,  nor  do  the  shadows  of  time 
darken  its  windows.  They  are  chased  away  by  the  light 
which  streams  down  from  the  candlestick  on  high.  The 
sighs  and  sorrows  of  the  soul  are  lost  in  the  joyous  melodies 
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— the  fragments  of  the  eternal  anthem,  which  flow  through 
it  from  believing  hearts.  Amid  the  gifts  of  Truth,  and  the 
pursuits  of  Faith,  how  can  the  House  of  Prayer  be  other 
than  an  House  of  strong  movings  of  the  spirit.  Truly  such 
a  spirit  quickeneth  and  we  marvel  not  that  one  of  old  cried 
out,  <  my  soul  longeth,  yea,  even  fainteth,  for  the  Courts  of 
my  God.'  If  ancient  devotion,  so  burdened  with  ceremony, 
and  with  onerous  rite,  reached  such  emotion,  with  what  ardor 
should  Christian  Faith  and  Christian  Hope,  embrace  the 
thresholds  of  Zion,  If  <  beautiful  were  the  feet '  of  Jeho- 
vah's ministers,  '  upon  the  mountains,'  which  darkened  and 
made  rough  the  path  of  ancient  piety,  how  gloriously  shall 
they  shine  descending  Calvary  and  coming  from  Bethany  ! 
O  how  gladly  have  the  Saints  in  all  ages  sung  the  inspired 
salutation — "  Come  let  us  go  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord? 

Hungering  and  thirsting,  the  children  of  Zion  ever  have, 
and  ever  will  till  the  earthly  Zion  passes  away,  go  singing 
unto  the  Lord,  making  a  joyful  noise,  to  the  rock  of  our 
Salvation.  How  shall  the  House  of  Prayer  be  other  than 
the  House  of  strong  emotion.  Are  not  its  themes  grander, 
its  business  more  momentous,  than  all  of  earth  beside : 
Faith  in  the  Redeemer,  joyful  transporting  faith;  penitence 
deepening  the  soul  itself,  so  that  it  may  find  its  own  befitting 
depths ;  love^  touching  every  fibre  of  the  spiritual  being,  and 
resting  like  a  heavenly  radiance  upon  the  spirit,  how  shall 
all  these  commune  above  the  mercy  seat,  "  but  with  strong 
cryings  and  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered/' 

Like  the  waters  from  the  smitten  rock,  let  our  arfections. 
our  deepest  feelings  gush  out,  when  we  come  into  the  House 
of  Prayer.  Their  streams  should  flow  to  every  portion  of 
our  parched  being.  No  other  place  demands  such  emotion. 
Jesus  is  there.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  there.  The  soul  of  man 
in  a  most  serious  distinctness,  is  there.  We  wait  as  by  the 
threshold  of  one  of  the  gates  which  lead  into  the  eternal 
world.  Shall  we  adventure  here,  unclothed  with  deep, 
pervasive  feeling? 
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Let  us  turn  to  receive  from  these  thoughts  the  impressive 
conclusion  : 

Prayer  is  the  main  element  of  all  Christian  Worship.  All 
the  worship  which  rises  to  the  divine  acceptance  is  embodi- 
ed in  the  simple  element — Prayer,  '  Not  marble  domes  and 
gilded  spires;'  not  the  affluence  of  toilsome  learning,  the  sway 
of  masterly  talent,  nor  the  awful  majesty  of  Genius,  can  of 
themselves  give  a  drop  of  its  incense,  or  a  coal  for  its  altar. 
From  the*  depths  of  the  soul,  from  the  inmost  being,  must 
rise  the  worship  God  accepts.  The  golden  censer  above, 
refuses  all  else.  Only  the  prayer  of  the  heart  prevails  to 
enter  it.  The  entrancements  of  music  may  seem  to  resem- 
ble celestial  strains — the  ravishments  of  eloquence  may  bind 
in  delightful  captivity  every  sense  of  the  worshipper,  but 
they  are  alike  good  for  nothing,  unless  the  souls  of  the  wor- 
shippers are  mounting  through  them  to  the  throne  above. 
This  then  is  the  glorious  possession,  common  to  all.  Every 
soul  can  pray,  though  the  eye  be  blind,  though  the  ear  is  seal- 
ed, the  lips  dumb  ;  they  all  cannot  forbid  the  lofty  travel  of 
the  soul  in  prayer.  The  right  of  prayer,  belongs  not  only  to 
all  nations,  but  to  every  willing  one  in  the  nations.  The 
House  of  Prayer  is  the  world's  possession. 

Such  an  House,  Beloved,  the  hand  of  providence — the  hand 
of  enterprise — the  hand  of  beneficence,  have  united  here  to 
build.  During  a  year  the  firm  and  comely  structure  has  been 
quietly  rising  to  completion.  A  thousand  hearts  have  glad- 
dened in  its  growing  beauty — its  skillful  fitness.  Uncounted 
prayers  have  fallen  like  the  soft  dews  of  summer-time,  upon 
its  beams  and  thresholds.  A  myriad  eyes  have  rested  on  it, 
as  the  peaceful  landmark  of  this  new  home  of  enterprise 
and  industry.  Our  children  have  played  under  its  broad 
shadows,  and  now  place  on  its  altar — their  gift.*  We  now 
bring  it,  a  temple  completed,  to  offer  it  where  we  have  before 
offered  ourselves,  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  our  Intercessor  on  high. 
We  call  upon  it  that  precious  name  which  he  restored  to 

*  The  Bible  used  in  the  pulpit. 


12 


ancient  Israel's  house.  "  My  house  shall  be  called  of  all 
nations  a  house  of  Prayer."  But  not  alone  for  ourselves  is 
it  set  up.  When  our  incense  shall  have  failed  from  this 
altar,  when  our  songs  are  no  more  heard,  our  prayer  forever 
ended,  then  our  children,  and  their  children,  with  the  gene- 
rations of  strangers  dwelling  with  them,  £  shall  wait  and 
worship  here.'  Long  may  the  shadow  of  that  beauteous 
spire,  like  the  shade  of  a  guardian  angel's  wing,  rest  on 
these  busy  homes.  Long  may  its  gilded  finger  win  the 
stranger's,  as  it  cheers  the  dweller's  eye,  tipped  with  the 
first  sunbeam  of  morning  and  the  last  of  evening.  May 
this  beautiful  Gate  of  Heaven  be  never  depraved  to  a  museum 
of  religious  novelties ;  or  become  a  saloon  for  tasteful,  fash- 
ionable sentiment  while  the  souls  of  hearers  sleep  in  delusion. 
May  its  sacred  peace  be  never  broken  by  the  harsh  clamor 
and  bitter  debatings  of  idle  polemics.  Rather,  may  we  and 
our  children  sacredly  keep  it,  as  the  House  of  Truth,  of 
Faith,  and  of  heaven-like  Emotion.  Here  may  beloved 
youth,  won  from  the  sweet  guardianship  of  home,  hearken 
to  the  counsels  which  will  keep  the  soul ;  and  the  old  and 
gray-headed  brighten  the  crowns  of  their  righteousness  in 
the  light  of  approaching  heaven.  Then,  from  these  seats 
many  shall  ascend  to  sit  down  among  the  redeemed,  having 
'  washed  their  garments  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,'  resting  from  their  praises  here,  to  catch  the 
strains  of  seraphic  anthem. 

Giving,  thanks  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  church  for  his 
care  and  signal  deliverances  shown  to  this  building;  to  those 
Corporations  whose  munificence  has  so  much  lightened  the 
burden  of  this  work ;  to  many  friends  who  have  been  help- 
ers in  it ;  and  finally  to  you,  ministers  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  members  of  adjacent  Churches  who  have  come 
to  help  and  witness  this  dedication,  we  now  resign  to  the 
special  consecration  by  prayer,  this,  our  new  and  beautiful 
House  of  Prayer. 


HISTORICAL  NOTICES. 


The  Town  of  Lawrence,  situated  on  Merrimack  River,  derived  its  territory 
in  nearly  equal  portions,  from  Andover  and  Methuen.  The  larger  portion  of 
the  Town  was  the  purchase  of  the  Essex  Company,  who  were  incorporated 
in  March,  1845.  They  began  their  works  in  the  summer  of  that  year.  The 
locality  was  then  known  as  "Essex  City;"  subsequently  it  was  called 
"Merrimack.''  The  Town  was  incorporated  with  its  present  name  by  General 
Court  in  April,  1847.  As  the  purpose  of  these  notices  includes  mainly  the 
history  of  this  Religious  Society,  the  very  interesting  facts  relating  to  the 
remarkable  enterprise  of  the  town,  must  be  sought  elsewhere. 

During  the  summer  of  1846,  religious  meetings  were  occasionally  held  and 
preaching  enjoyed,  in  the  private  houses  of  the  residents.  A  Sabbath  School 
was  aiso  maintained,  partly  by  the  help  of  students  from  Andover.  This 
School  was  held  in  an  old  house  upon  Haverhill  street. 

The  Organization  of  the  Society. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1846,  a  petition  was  addressed  to  John  Tenney,  Esq. 
for  a  warrant  calling  a  meeting  to  organize  "  a  Religious  Society  at  Essex 
City,  so  called,"  in  Methuen.  The  petition  was  signed  by  nine  persons 
then  resident  here,  most  of  whom  have  since  removed.  On  the  8th  day  of 
August,  the  petitioners  and  others  assembled  at  the  dwelling-house  of  N.  B. 
Gordon,  and  were  legally  organized  as  a  religious  society  under  the  name  of 
the  "Merrimack  Congregational  Society."1  At  this  first  meeting  a  committee 
of  three  were  appointed  to  report  on  the  third  Article  of  the  Warrant,  viz  : 
"To  see  if  the  parish  or  Society  will  take  measures  to  build  or  hire  a  place  for 
public  worship." 

One  week  after — August  15th — the  Society  Voted,  to  build  a  house  40  by  50 
feet.  Persons  were  chosen  to  solicit  subscriptions  to  aid  in  building.  The 
work,  however,  did  not  go  forward  as  the  plan  of  building  was  for  a  time 
diverted,  by  a  proposal  to  lease  a  Hall  then  erecting  on  the  corner  of  Common 
and  Jackson  Streets.    They  were  disappointed  in  this. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  the  Society  renewed  their  vote  to  build,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  vigor  to  the  work.  The  building  was  placed  on  the  land  now 
occupied  by  the  meeting  house  of  the  Society.    Its  dimensions  are  "  exterior 
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length,  45  feet,  4  inches;  breadth,  30  feet,  5  inches."  It  seated,  when 
crowded — as  it  soon  became — 280  personi.  This  house  was  built  by  sub- 
scription ;  it  cost  about  $1000.  Of  this  sum,  $335  were  subscribed  in  Boston, 
Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence  giving  $100  of  it.  The  remainder  was  contributed 
chiefly  by  residents  then  here,  Messrs.  Storrow  and  Bigelow  giving  each  $50. 

The  House  was  dedicated  by  public  religious  services  Jan.  10th,  1847.  Rev. 
S.  C.  Jackson  of  Andover,  an  early  and  efficient  friend  of  the  religious  in- 
terests of  the  place,  performed  the  service.  It  is  due  to  the  Andover  Asso 
ciation  to  record  here,  a  Resolution,  passed  by  them  June  2,  1846 — "  That 
Rev.  Messrs.  Phillips,  Jackson  and  Blanchard,  be  a  committee  of  this  body 
to  confer  with  persons  residing  in  the  new  manufacturing  village  now  build- 
ing in  the  town  of  Methuen,  who  may  be  desirous  of  instituting  at  an  early 
period,  a  Congregational  Church,  and  maintaining  religious  worship  and  or- 
dinances;  and  that  this  committee  be  authorized  to  pledge  the  sympathy  and 
co-operation  of  this  body,  in  any  form  and  to  any  extent  which  the  circum- 
stances of  that  place  shall  in  their  judgment  render  desirable  and  necessary." 

This  generous  purpose  of  the  Association  was  matured  by  distributing  to 
each  member  a  Sabbath's  service.  Several  of  the  members  preached  to  the 
people  in  accordance  with  that  plan. 

On  the  third  Sabbath  of  January,  the  one  succeeding  the  dedication  of  the 
Vestry,  the  present  pastor,  at  the  solicitation  of  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  came  to 
give  'a  day's  Missionary  service,'  no  one  of  the  Association  being  able  to 
bestow  that  day  as  previously  arranged. 

A  series  of  marked  providences  connected  with  the  day's  labor,  resulted 
in  a  direct  movement  by  the  Society,  to  establish  the  present  pastoral  con- 
nections. After  further  mutual  acquaintance,  the  pastor  resigned  his  col- 
league pastorship  in  the  Evangelical  Church  of  Brookfield,  to  become  pastor 
of  this  Church  and  Society.    The  narrative  now  reaches, 

The  Formation  of  the  Church  and  Settlement  of  the  Pastor. 

The  initial  movement  on  record,  for  tlie  establishment  of  a  Church  of  Christ 
here,  is  dated  Feb.  17th,  1847 — "  A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Congregational 
Vestry  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  forming  an  Orthodox  Con- 
gregational Church."  A  committee  of  seven  were  then  chosen,  and  in- 
structed to  draft  and  present  a  copy  ot  Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant,  at  an 
adjourned  meeting.  Messrs.  Wm.  M.  Kimball,  N.  B.  Gordon,  James 
Howard,  S.  J.  Tenney,  John  Langley,  Timothy  Osgood,  were  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  the  committee  reported  that  they  had  held  four 
meetings,  but  "  have  not  been  able  finally  to  decide  in  regard  to  all  the  arti- 
cles."   At  their  request  further  time  was  granted,  and  on  the  19th  of  March 
they  presented  a  series  of  Articles  and  a  Covenant,  which,  with  a  few  amend 
ments,  was  adopted  and  is  now  in  use. 

This  committee  were  also  directed  to  issue  Letters  missive,  calling  an  ec- 
clesiastical council  for  the  organization  of  a  Church.  On  the  19th  of  April 
the  council  assembled.  Twenty-seven  persons  offered  themselves  by  letter, 
and  two  by  profession,  to  be  formed  into  a  Church,  with  the  name  of  "  The 
Lawrence  Street  Congregational  Church."  After  examination,  by  the  Coun- 
cil, of  the  Articles  of  Faith,  and  Letters,  and  experience  of  the  persons  pre- 
senting themselves,  public  religious  services  were  held.  A  Sermon  was 
preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk.  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson  constituted  the  Church  by 
reading,  for  assent,  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant.  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips 
gave  the  Fellowship  of  the  Churches;  Rev.  Mr.  Burnap  offered  the  conse- 
crating prayer. 

The  installation  of  the  Pastor  was  performed  June  16th,  1S47.  A  numer- 
ous Council  from  the  surrounding  churches,  interested  in  the  work  thus 
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begun,  assembled  to  share  in  the  solemnities  of  the  day.  Seventeen  churches, 
by  pastors  and  delegates,  were  convened.  The  day.  rare  in  summer  beauty, 
was  a  grateful  coincidence  with  the  joy  of  many  hearts  among  those  who 
had  waited  many  months  for  the  establishment  of  holy  ordinances  here. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Church  June  27,  Nathaniel  B.  Gordon  and  William 
M.  Kimball  were  elected  Deacons,  and  were  consecrated  to  the  office,  Sab- 
bath, July  11. 

The  senior  Deacon,  N.  B.  Gordon,  deceased  early  in  the  autumn  following. 
Few  attain  such  usefulness  while  living  ;  few  die  so  beloved  and  lamented. — 
He  had  been  a  most  active  helper  in  all  the  religious  interests  of  the  place, 
from  his  first  coming  here.  He,  truly,  was  one  of  those  **  who  seemed  to  be 
the  pillars  "  of  our  sacred  interests. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Church,  Jan.  1848,  James  Howard  was 
elected  to  serve  as  deacon  in  the  Church. 

Resuming  the  history  of  the  Society, 

The  Building  of  the  Meeting  House, 

as  it  has  been  their  engrossing  work,  so  it  has  been  their  honorable  history 
until  this  time.  So  early  as  February  9,  1847 — the  very  evening  on  which 
the  seats  or  the  first  building  were  rented — a  Preamble  and  Resolutions  were 
presented  by  Col.  Wm.  M.  Kimball,  proposing  the  choice  of  a  committee  to 
proceed  in  the  initial  steps  of  the  work.  Five  gentlemen  were  elected  "to 
procure  a  plan  or  plans,  accompanied  with  estimates  for  building  a  suitable 
House  for  Worship,"  &c. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  these  gentlemen  reported  and  offered  several  plans. 
At  this  meeting  it  was  "voted  unanimously  to  build  a  Church  according  to 
plans  to  be  determined  on  hereafter."  A  Building  Committee  were  then 
chozen,  viz :  Capt.  Charles  H.  Bigelow,  John  A.  Carpenter,  James 
Howard,  N.  B.  Gordon,  Moses  L.  Atkinson,  M.  D.,  A.  D.  Blanchard, 
M.  D.,  and  Col.  William  M.  Kimball.  The  decease  of  Dea.  Gordon, 
and  the  removal  and  resignation  of  Mr.  Carpenter,  created  vacancies  in 
this  committee,  which  were  filled  by  the  election,  January  31,  1848,  of  N. 
W.  Harmon,  Esq,.,  and  O.  W.  Osborn. 

These  gentlemen  proceeded  to  compare  plans,  and  mature  the  parts  of  the 
building,  and  the  Society,  meanwhile,  devised  means  to  pay  for  it.  The 
ground  was  broken  for  a  foundation  in  October,  1847.  Mr.  Bond,  the  Archi- 
tect, was  also  the  Builder.  Most  of  the  work  was  done  by  Mr.  Cotton  Pratt, 
in  a  very  faithful  and  skillful  manner.  The  frame  was  erected  and  covered 
before  winter. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  the  original  name  of  the  Society  was  changed  to 
Lawrence  Street  Congregational  Society,  so  as  to  correspond  to  the  name  of 
the  Church. 

On  the  first  Sabbath  in  June  the  congregation  moved  to  the  Lecture  Room 
of  the  Meeting  House,  for  Public  Worship.  This  Room,  twice  the  size  of  the 
Vestry  building,  was  immediately  filled. with  worshippers.  Public  Worship  was 
held  here  until  Oct.  8th.  On  the  following  Wednesday,  October  11th,  1848, 
the  new  and  beautiful  House  was  publicly  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost.  The  Churches  adjacent,  by  their  Pastors  and 
Members,  heightened  the  joy  of  the  day,  by  their  friendly  presence. 

At  the  close  of  the  public  services,  the  Ladies  of  the  Society  offered  re- 
freshments in  the  Lecture  Room,  to  all  present,  thus  securing  an  hour  of 
friendly  intercourse  and  many  cheerful  greetings.  To  a  Society  composed 
so  generally  of  strangers,  such  an  interview  with  christian  neighbors  was  no 
less  valuable  than  pleasing. 

The  dimensions  of  the  house  are  62  by  75  feet  main  body — a  front  projec- 
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tion  of  12£  by  42  feet— a  recess  in  the  rear  of  7  by  22  feet.  On  the  floor 
of  the  house  are  120  Pews — in  the  Galleries  50  Pews — the  whole  seating 
comfortably,  about  one  thousand  persons.    The  spire  is  175  feet  in  height. 

The  basement  provides  a  Lecture  Room  61  by  39  feet — a  Conference 
Room  42  feet  long  and  19  wide — the  Pastor's  Library,  and  a  Committee 
Room,  each  of  generous  dimensions.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  $12,000. 
exclusive  of  the  land,  which  was  the  gift  of  the  Essex  Company  to  the  So- 
ciety. The  Deed  describes  a  lot  "100  feet  on  Haverhill  Street,  90  feet  on  Law- 
rence Street,  100  feet  on  Lowell  Street — 138  feet  rear  width."  The  building 
fronts  upon  Lawrence  Street,  looking  upon  the  Common,  and  is  enclosed 
from  the  streets  at  its  sides,  thus  furnishing  an  ornamented  ground  on  either 
side. 

In  addition  to  this  generous  gift  of  the  land,  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1847, 
the  Directors  of  the  Atlantic  Corporation,  voted  a  donation  of  $1500,  and  on 
the  23d  day  of  July  following,  the  Bay  State  Company  gave  $1000  to  the 
Lawrence  Street  Congregational  Society.  William  M.  Stone  increased  these 
benefactions  by  a  gift  of  $500. 

The  remaining  cost  of  the  House  has  been  assumed  by  individuals  of  the 
Society,  who  have  paid  all  the  costs  of  the  erection. 

On  the  4th  of  Dec.  a  very  superior  Gallery  Clock,  made  to  their  order, 
was  received  from  the  Congregational  Society  of  Methuen,  by  the  hand  of 
their  Pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips. 

The  House  of  the  Lord,  thus  erected  under  the  smiles  of  a  beneficent 
Providence  and  by  the  generous  help  of  those  whose  masterly  enterprise  has 
created  an  occasion  for  it,  is  already  nearly  occupied.  The  Church  now 
numbers  about  100,  the  Congregation  600. 

Trusting  that  those  to  whom  we  shall  be  the  Fathers,  will  look  with  grate- 
ful interest  upon  these  records  of  our  acts,  they  are  committed  with  much, 
affection,  to  the  many  faithful  ones  "  who  are  to  come  after.'' 

Lawrence,  Dec.  20,  1848. 


